
Appendix D – Attleborough Link Road Study 
 
Background 
In July 2008 Breckland Council requested Norfolk County Council and its strategic 
partner Mott MacDonald to carry out a study to assess four principal route options for 
a link road in Attleborough for the strategic growth.  The link road is necessary to 
serve sustainable growth to the south of the town, as indicated in the Local 
Development Framework Core Strategy at the preferred options stage (December 
2007 – March 2008).  To demonstrate the delivery of the Core Strategy it will be 
necessary to establish, in principle, that a link road is deliverable. 
 
The objective of the study was to assess East and West options for a new link road, 
together with the scope for a combined route.  The broad options for the link road are 
provided below in Figures D.1 to D.4 and they generally seek to connect from the 
B1077 Old Buckenham Road in the Bunns Bank vicinity to the A11 trunk road.  The 
East option aims to join the A11 at Besthorpe and the West option seeks to access 
onto the former A11 at London Road and utilise the existing Breckland Lodge 
roundabout to access the A11.  The study seeks to focus on determining whether the 
proposed routes are technical feasible and what the high level estimated costs are 
having regard to the following issues:   

• Standard of junction with the B1077 and other routes 

• Local topography 

• Crossing the railway line 

• Environmental constraints 

• Residential Amenity; and 

• Public utilities. 
 
Definition of Proposed Link Road 
The link road would be designed to be a 7.3metre wide single carriage-way road, 
accompanied along its length by a 3.0metre wide shared use path for pedestrians 
and cyclists.  The speed limit for the route will be designed at 30mph.  During 
construction a general maximum width of working space will be 50 metres, 
dependent on earthworks. 
 
The Proposed Routes. 
 
East Options – A11/Besthorpe to B1077 Foundry Corner  
The approximate length of this routes is 2.9km.  They will cross existing roads at 
grade and bridge over the railway between Bunwell Road and Silver Street in 
Besthorpe.  
 
West Options.  There are effectively two distinct western options dependent on start 
and end points.   
One starts at Foundry Corner and links in to London Road near to Haverscroft 
Industrial Estate and is approximately 2.5km  It would cross Hargham Road at grade 
and bridge over the railway.   
The other starts at Bunns Bank Industrial Estate entrance and links into London 
Road close to Breckland Lodge.  The route is approximately 3.2km and again would 
cross the Hargham at grade and bridge over the railway. 
 
Combined Options 
For completeness the study has looked at the scope of a combined route but only 
where there would be a common junction on the Buckenham Road.   
   



 
Summary of Findings to date 
The Study has confirmed that there are no issues regarding ground conditions that 
would inhibit the construction of a link road along any of the four routes.  There are 
no fundamental issues of contaminated land, former quarries, former landfill or 
known hazardous substances.  Additionally there are no heritage assets or sites of 
statutorily protected biodiversity value which affect any of the proposed routes.  
 
There are no topographical constraints and the road can be constructed to the 
required standards without the need for excessive embanking or cutting.  The 
principal earthworks will be those required to bridge over the railway. 
 
The approximate capital cost of the link road ranges between £7.7million-£9.9million 
for the Western options and £8.2million and £9.9million for the Eastern options.  
These costs do not include land acquisition but they do include construction and 
bridge costs.  These costs also do not include any upgrades to junctions onto the 
A11. 
 
The study has conducted a sensitivity assessment of the proposed routes using the 
following criteria: 

• Cost 

• Buildability  

• Noise/air pollution 

• Community severance 

• Visual Impact 

• Ecology 

• Impact on Public Rights of Way 

• Tourism 

• Existing Utilities 

• Traffic Impact 
The findings of the sensitivity assessment conclude that West options perform 
marginally better than East options but to an extent that it is likely that cost will be the 
determinant factor. 
 
The Study is concluding the following: 

• All routes are viable 

• There are no significant constraints 

• The route will require detailed discussions with Network Rail to get an agreement 
on the design of the bridge and arrange ‘possession’ of the track (this may take 
up to 2 years to secure).  

• Cost will be the determining factor, with Western options being marginally 
cheaper. 

• Further detailed surveys will be required to inform the design of the link road.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Figure D.1 Attleborough East Option 1  

 
 
 



Figure D.2 Attleborough East Option 3 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Figure D.3 Attleborough West Option 1 

 
 
Figure D.4 Attleborough West Option 2 

 


